This is the second edition of a book devoted to drug interactions in anaesthetic practice, filling a void in clinical anaesthesia.
The book commences with concise accounts of general pharmacological principles with greater emphasis on pharmacokinetics. These chapters are followed by chapters on the pharmacology and interactions of individual groups of drugs encountered in clinical anaesthesia following a case-report format in the majority of chapters.
An unavoidable shortcoming relates to the fact that some views on physiological mechanisms have not been updated; for example, the ionic transfer in the ascending limb of the nephron is still described as active chloride transport while it is now understood to be a frusemide sensitive Na-K-Cl co-transport system. This book is well-referenced, compact and easy to read. Its strength is that it covers concisely basic pharmacological principles and discusses the pharmacology of the multitude of drugs that patients may be taking and the interactions that may occur in the operating room and the peri-operative period too -an area not covered in standard pharmacology texts.
It would be of great value to clinical anaesthetists who wish to revise basic pharmacology or search for potential interactions that they may encounter in their clinical practice. It would also be useful supplementary reading for candidates for the Primary and . This is an attempt to present an up-to-date review of this neglected field in anaesthesia. The book is divided into three sections dealing with ge~eral pharmacological principles, mechanism of actIon of drugs commonly used by anaesthetists and a series of appendices which include th~ mechanism of drug toxicity and interactions. The chapters on general anaesthetics, local anaesthetics and channel blockers are outstanding. However, th.e book suffers from its multi-author approach WIth a lack of cohesiveness and continuity. In parts the text only reiterates information already found in the standard pharmacology textbooks.
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